Relationships between the human sex ratio and the woman's microenvironment : Four tests.
Independent samples of women were surveyed to test Trivers and Willard's hypothesis that the mother's condition and her ability to invest in her offspring affect the (secondary) sex ratio of her offspring. Patterns of sex ratios (number of males per 100 females) were analyzed in conjunction with four attributes of a mother's microenvironment: level of health in her community, family structure, relative access to resources, and her birthing history. The results inferentially support the hypothesis that the microenvironment of the woman would act to bias the sex ratio of her offspring. These specific data lend support to Trivers and Willard's general hypothesis.